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REVIEW OF NOMINATING PETITION 

 

TRICIA DARE 

Nonpartisan Candidate for 6th Circuit Judge, Non-Incumbent Position 

 

 

NUMBER OF VALID SIGNATURES REQUIRED:  4,000 signatures. 

 

TOTAL FILING:  7,267 signatures. 

 

RESULT OF FACE REVIEW:  3,175 facially valid signatures, 4,092 invalid signatures. 

 

Total number of signatures filed  7,267 

Not registered Less: 8 

Date errors (no date given by signer, date of birth entered, or 

date given by signer is later than circulator’s date of signing) 

Less: 18 

Address errors (no street address or rural route given) Less: 5 

Circulator errors (circulator did not sign or date petition, etc.) Less: 22 

Signature errors (no signature or incomplete signature) Less: 1 

Miscellaneous errors (signatures of dubious authenticity 

where the petition signature does not match the signature on 

file or multiple signatures appear to have been written by the 

same individual, etc.) 

Less: 4,038 

TOTAL  3,175 

   

 

Staff reviewed each petition sheet submitted by Ms. Dare. During that review, staff flagged each 

sheet which was signed by a fraudulent-petition circulator. For additional information on sheets 

submitted by fraudulent-petition circulators, see Staff Report on Fraudulent Nominating 

Petitions.  

 

In total, staff’s review of Ms. Dare’s petition sheets identified 4,038 invalid signatures and 3,175 

facially valid signatures, which dropped her below the 4,000 signature threshold and rendered 

her ineligible for the ballot.  

 

Signatures from the following fraudulent-petition circulators were included in Ms. Dare‘s 

submission:  

 

 Antonio Braxton             150 signatures 

 Brianna Briggs 10 signatures 
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 Nicholas Carlton 464 signatures 

 DeShawn Evans 120 signatures 

 Corey Hampton 144 signatures 

 Jonell Hampton 212 signatures 

 LeVaughn Hearn 224 signatures  

 Aaliyah Ingram 172 signatures  

 Danyil Lancaster 258 signatures  

 Niccolo Mastromatteo 85 signatures 

 Trevon Stewart 105 signatures 

 Stephen Tinnin 883 signatures  

 Diallo Vaughn 130 signatures 

 Yazmine Vasser 681 signatures 

 William Williams            400 signatures 

  4,038 signatures 

 

 

Circulators engaged by both Ms. Dare and Ms. Shelton, another candidate for this office, turned 

in virtually identical petition sheets, with signatures in the same order. Ms. Shelton did not 

submit the petition sheets in question. See, for example, two pairs of virtually identical petition 

sheets submitted for different campaigns in the same race.   
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(Continued: virtually identical petition sheets submitted by the same circulator in the same order 

for two different candidates in the same race.)
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In some instances, fraudulent-petition circulators circulated petitions among themselves, each 

filling out a line or a few lines, in a tactic known as “round-tabling.” The petition sheets below 

are examples of sheets that were submitted “mid-round-table.” While most of the values are 

completed, the sheet was finalized and submitted before the sheet was filled out completely, 

resulting in blank and completed lines randomly interspersed.  
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CHALLENGE:  A challenge was filed by Kay I. Shelton, in which Ms.Shelton alleges that Ms. 

Dare submitted fraudulent signatures circulated by Niccolo Mastromatteo; that four circulators 

omitted or submitted incomplete addresses, rendering those petition sheets invalid; and that 

fifteen circulators submitting petition sheets submitted fraudulent signatures, rendering the 

petition sheets submitted by those circulators invalid.  

 

The alleged fraudulent circulators in the challenge are listed below:  

 

  

Antonio Braxton Danyil Lancaster  

Nicholas Carlton Abram Minton1 

Dashaun Evans Jessica Moreno 

Corey Hampton Tevon Stewart 

Jonell Hampton Stephen Tinnin 

LeVaugh Hearn  Diallo Vaugh (sic) 

Alaiyah Ingram  William Williams 

 

In her response, Ms. Dare replies that the challenged signatures sum to 3,019 at most—which 

would still leave Ms. Dare with a comfortable cushion of valid signatures. Regardless, the 

challenge was not processed because the submission was deemed insufficient on face review.  

  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Determine petition insufficient. 

 

 

 

 

 
1 A targeted review of signatures submitted by Minton indicted that there were redeeming qualities to the signatures. 

Accordingly, petition sheets submitted by him were face reviewed and were included in Ms. Dare’s total number of 

facially valid signatures.   


